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Among the key challenges facing Montenegro’s 
urban environments are: 
• urban sprawl and its impact on the natural 

environment;  
• a lack of wastewater treatment facilities and 

aging infrasctucture;  
• illegal waste dumping; and  
• increasing traffic.  
 
According to the most recent population census, 62 
percent of Montenegrins reside in urban areas. The 
population distribution among urban settlements is in 
flux, with migration from  northern regions to central 
parts, and constant population growth in the south. 
Podgorica, Niksic, Herceg Novi, Budva and Bar are 
experiencing continuous growth, mainly at the expense of depopulation in their surrounding areas. 
Suburbanisation is becoming more pronounced, and owing to these settlements’ single functionality, 
excessive use of space and low levels of infrastructure, there are substantial environmental impacts.  
 
Illegal construction often occurs in the most attractive areas, for instance, along the sea coast and within 
protected natural areas. Often these are multi-million dollar investments that impact upon transport 
infrastructure while failing to respect technical, environmental, public-participation and other legal 
requirements. Construction often occurs in less populated areas where the thresholds for the provision 
of basic communal and other services are not met. This puts additional pressure on natural resources 
and the environment, causing groundwater contamination among other problems. New towns are 
emerging within suburban sprawl and it is already possible to envisage urban agglomerations along the 
highways connecting Podgorica, Danilovgrad, Tuzi and Golubovci; the corridor linking Herceg Novi, 
Tivat and Budva; and the axis between Petrovac, Sutomore, Bar and Ulcinj. 
 
Within these urban settlements, only a small share of the population is served by municpal waste 
disposal and wastewater treatment services.  Although connection to the sewerage network has risen to 
56 percent on average in the coastal region, there is still a significant amount of wastewater that 
remains untreated across the country (see Case Study 17), including that from industrial plants. 
Although in the majority of areas the quality of drinking water is satisfactory, infrastructure facilities and 
water supply plants are in poor condition. Consequently large quantities of water are lost.  Furthermore, 
of 89 wastewater pipes channelled into the open sea, only 11 extend the legally required 1,000 meters 
from the seashore. And of 26 pumping stations for sewage treatment within the coastal zone, at least 
six are in need of urgent repair. The only functional wastewater treatment plant is in the capital city of 
Podgorica; the Niksic plant has been inoperative for years. Within municipalities in the central and 
northern regions, wastewater is either pumped into streams and rivers or passed directly into the ground 
through sumps. Elsewhere wastewater collection systems do not have functional treatment units, such 
as in Rijeka Crnojevica (Skadar Lake National Park). 
 
Concering solid waste disposal and management, industrial and municipal wastes are typically disposed 
of in landfills or illegal dumps across the country. An especially negative example is the coastal 
municipality of Bar where waste is tipped over the cliff face and incinerated at the seafront. The lack of a 
system for recycling and a deposit system for polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles and packing 
material contributes to this landscape degradation. Finally, as elsewhere within the west Balkan region, 
urban centres are faced with growing levels of motor traffic as well as industrial noise, increasing the 
stress upon the natural environment, as is demonstrated within Case Study 26. 
                                                 
1 Map is available online at: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>







    /HEB (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


